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PREFACE

I hope this book gives a rudimentary understanding
of Ancient Indian Tradition culture to the reader
and students. This book has five chapters. At
starting in the books, we have described the ancient
polity, state, state administration element and their
public social impact on the state. In next chapter
then tried to explain the Indian Literature, Culture,
and Tradition, and study. the wvarious religious
literature and different language literature give the
ancient tradition and cultural understanding.
Chapter three has written about the Indian
Religion, Philosophy. To get a perception of different
religions and philosophies, a glimpse of their
ideology has been illustrated. then ancient science
and management related famous persons with their
knowledge, the idea has been interpreted in the
different fields like astronomy, geography maths,
physics, and agriculture etc. In the last Cultural
Heritage and Performing Arts have been elucidated.
I have expounded on ancient architecture, dance,
drama, pottery, painting, martial arts and theatre
etc.

Further the reader and students' suggestions for
improvement are always welcome. Thanks for
reading this book.

Regards

Krishna Kumar Karothiya



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

It's my pleasure to write this book that interprets
Indian traditional culture and society. I am grateful
to my family, friends, publisher, colleagues and
organization.

I am eternally thankful to my colleagues, the head of
the mechanical engineering department, IIMT and
my organisation management to support and their
encouragement.

I acknowledge the Nitin Singhania sir notes and
book on Indian art and culture for UPSC, Byju's IAS
website contents, Drishti IAS website content, and
Prepp IAS Contents etc.

I would like to acknowledge with gratitude, the
support and love of my family, my parent-Jeevan
Lal and Harkuar Devi; and my wife-Manisha and
my daughter Monisha. They all always keep me
encouraged and without them, this book would not
be possible.



CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1: SOCIETY STATE AND POLITY

IN INDIA . sssss s ssssnssenasas 1
1.1. EVOLUTIONARY THEORY ......cciiiiiriiiiinnnnnniiennsssnnnnnneeennsssnnnns 2
1.2, FORCE THEORY ....cuuuuiiiiiiiiiiisnnnnniiennsssnnnnieesnssssnssssssesnssssnes 3
1.3. MYSTICAL THEORY, (DIVINE THEORY).....cccoceereueerirenrssuenssunnsanes 3
1.4. SOCIAL CONTRACT THEORY. ......cccvvummierinnsisssnnnnennnssssssnnnseesnnnes 4
1.5. SIX MAIN STAGES IN THE HISTORY OF ANCIENT INDIAN

[0 I RN 5
1.6. COUNCIL OF MINISTERS’ ADMINISTRATION AND

POLITICAL IDEA IN ANCIENT INDIA .......uerrierrriicnnnnneeennsssnnnns 7
1.7. SOCIAL WELFARE ACTIVITIES DURING THE ANCIENT

PERIOD IN ANCIENT INDIAN .....ccccttriiiinnnnnneeennissssnnnnenennsssssnnns 8
1.8. THE SEVEN LIMBS OF THE STATE OR SAPTANGA THEORY...... 10
1.9. PURUSARTHA ......oriitiinnnnnniiesnnssssnsnssesnssssssssssssssssssssnns 12
1.10. VARNASHRAMA SYSTEM......ccooveiiimnmrnininnissssnnnnenennssssssnnsanes 14
1.11. ASHRAMA OR THE STAGE OF LIFE..........ccccoovuumrrerrriicssnnnnnnns 15
1.12. MARRIAGE IN ANCIENT INDIA.......cccrtirrrriiinnnnnneeennssssssnnnnenes 16
1.13. FORMS OF MARRIAGE.........c.ccsveeiiunmnniininiisssnnnnnneennsssssssnnnenes 18
1.14. MARRIAGE AMONG HINDUS, MUSLIMS, CHRISTIANS AND

TRIBALS .....cooviiittiitiinincnniiiesnssssnsissessssssssssssessssssssssssanes 18
1.15. INTER-RELIGIOUS MARRIAGE .........cccevirrriiissnnnnnneensssssssnnnnnnes 19
1.16. WOMEN IN ANCIENT INDIA.......cccovvmrrrrrrriisssnnnnneessssssssnnnnnnes 20
1.17.  SLAVERY ...ccccivnrriiiininsinnnnniinennsssssnnssssensssssssssssessssssssssssanes 23

CHAPTER 2: INDIAN LITERATURE, CULTURE,

TRADITION AND PRACTICES .......ccconimnmmnnnsanssaninns 26

2.1. ANCIENT SCRIPTS OF INDIA.........covvmrrirrrriicnnnnnneennssssnnnns



2.2, INDUS SCRIPT OR HARAPPAN SCRIPT .....ccccevviiiinnnnnneinnssssnnnns 27

2.3. BRAHMI SCRIPT .....cueriiiiiiiiiinnniiieiisniinnnnesesnsssssssssssessssssssnns 27
2.4, LANGUAGES IN INDIA........coovmrrierrriiissnnniniennsssssnssssessssnnnns 29
2.5. LANGUAGES OF INDIA.........urrieirricinnnniennnssnnnsnesennssnnnnns 30
2.6. THE VEDAS .....cuueriritiinicnnniiiesnnssnnssssessssssssssssesessssssssssssnns 31
2.7. VEDAS IN DETAIL......ccccvntiriiiriinisnnnniesnnnsssnsssseeesssssssssssseees 32
2.8. BUDDHIST TEXTS ....ccetiiiiiiiisnnnnnnienississsnnnnnnesnsssssssssesessssssssnns 44
2.9. JAIN LITERATURE AND TEXTS ..ccocceivunriiinnnissssnnnnennnsssssssnnnnnns 44
2.10. FAMOUS SANSKRIT AUTHORS........ccccuvtirrriissnnnnneennsssssnnnnnens 46
2.11. SANSKRIT LITERATURE IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY.......... 49
2.12. TELUGU, KANNADA & MALAYALAM LITERATURE.................. 52
2.13. TELUGU LITERATURE .......uuuutiierriiicsnnnnnneennsssssnnnsseeensssssssssnnens 52
2.14. ' KANNADA LITERATURE.......ccceceetrrriisnnnnnniennisssnnnnneesnnssssssnsnnnns 53
2.15. MALAYALAM LITERATURE........coccersmmnnnierinisssnnnnennnssssssnnnnnes 54
2.16. SANGAM LITERATURE ......cuetriiirriiinsnnnnnienissssnnnnneeenssssssnssnnns 54
2.17. SANGAM LITERATURE — THREE SANGAMS .........cccovviiinnnnnnens 55
2.18.  HINDI LITERATURE.......cccovrmrriirriniissnnnneinnsssssnnnnseesnssssssssssnens 58

CHAPTER 3: INDIAN RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY

AND PRACTICES........ccirirrmnnnsnnsnssssssssssssssssssssssssnns 60
E 35 SR Vo Y PP 60
3.2, BUDDHISM.....cocuitircincinisissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 64
3.3.  EVENTS ASSOCIATED WITH BUDDHAS’S LIFE..........cccvuumrnnnns 65
3.4.  BUDDHIST COUNCILS......ceurerrmmrnsssssnsnsssssssssssssssssnsnsens 65
3.5, JAINISM..u.oucecincnisnissnsssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 66
3.6.  FIVE GREAT VOWS......coovuuemmrnrnsssnsssnsssssssssssssssssssssnsens 67
3.7.  SIXSCHOOLS OF INDIAN PHILOSOPHY.........cocvuunemneunmnnsnsnns 68

3.8. ORTHODOX SCHOOLS OF INDIAN PHILOSOPHY..........cccceernee. 68



3.9. ADI SHANKARACHARYA ......ccotriiiinnnniiiinnsisnnnnsesensssnmssssee 71

3.10. BHAKTI MOVEMENT.......cccccumiiiriiiiissnnnnneennssssnnnnneesnsssssssssnnens 72
3.11. SUFI MOVEMENT .....ccooeiiimmmrinirinicsinnnnenennsssssnnsnesssssssssssssnens 74
3.12.  SOCIO RELIGIOUS REFORM MOVEMENT OF THE 19TH
CENTURY .cuueiriiiiiinicnininiennssnnnsessssssssssssssessssssssssssesessses 76
3.13. OTHER IMPORTANT MOVEMENTS .......cccoveeiiuumnnnnnnnsisssnnnnnnns 78

CHAPTER 4: SCIENCE, MANAGEMENT AND

INDIAN KNOWLEDGE SYSTEM........cccrvimmsnnsenssnnnns 85
4.1. ASTRONOMY IN INDIA ......coeeiriiiinnnnniniinnsisnnnnneeenssssssssnnseees 85
4.2. ARYABHATA ....cceiiiiiiiiicntiiinieiissssnsssssessssssssssssesessssssssssssanes 87
4.3. CHEMISTRY IN INDIA.......ccotviiimrriiinnnisnnnnieeennssssseseenes 88
4.4, METALLURGY IN INDIA........erriiernicinnnnieennsnnnnnssesnsssnnnns 89
4.5, MATHEMATICS IN INDIA .....uuuerriiiriiiiinnnnneennnssnnnsssesnsssnnnns 920
4.6. PHYSICS IN ANCIENT INDIA.......cccevviiiinnnninieniiscsnnnnneeennissnanns 93
4.7. AGRICULTURE IN INDIA........cccoviiiinnnninninnsissnnnneeeensssssssnssenes 97
4.8. MEDICINE IN INDIA .....ccoviiinniiiieniiiisnnnneeensssssnssesesnsssnsnes 98
4.9. GEOGRAPHY IN INDIA .....ccottiiiiiinnnninieinisisnnnnneeennssssssnnneens 100
4.10. BIOLOGY IN ANCIENT INDIA .....ccoeetrriiiinnnnnnnnennissssannsneeennnnes 102
4.11. HARAPPAN TECHNOLOGIES........c..ccevvseinnnnnnnnennsssssnnnnneeennanes 103
4,12, WATER MANAGEMENT IN INDIA.......cccovvmrrrrrrrsicssnnnneeennnnns 104
4.13. TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY IN INDIA........cccosvrumrrirrrriicssnnnnnnennnnns 105
4.14. TEXTILE INDUSTRY NOW .......curriiiiriiissnnnnnneennsssssnnnnnenennnnes 106
4.15. WRITING TECHNOLOGY IN INDIA .......ccovurrrieirriicsnnnnnneennnnns 108
4.16. SURFACE FOR WRITING........cccccumrrrirrniisnnnnnnnnennssssnnnsneeennnnes 108
4.17. WRITING INSTRUMENT ....cccoovumrriiirrniissnnnnnnnensssssssnnsneeennenes 109
4.18. PYROTECHNICS IN INDIA .......uuuurrieiirriisnnnnnneenssssssnnssesennses 109

4.19. TRADE IN ANCIENT INDIA......uuutriiiiriiinnnnineennsssannsseeesnnaes 111



CHAPTER 5: CULTURAL HERITAGE AND

PERFORMING ARTS....cccvimmimnimnnmnnnsnssssnssnssnnns 114
5.1. INDIAN ARCHITECT ......covviiiinnnninininssssnnnnesensssssssnnnsesessssssnns 114
5.2, MAURYAN ARCHITECTURE ......ccccovriiiunmnnnnenisssssnnnnennnssssnnns 116
5.3. GUPTA AGE ARCHITECTURE........cccccurierrrsisssnnnnnnnnsssssssnnnnnens 119
5.4. TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE.......ccceetiiiiiiinnnnninnnissssnnnnneeennssssnnns 119
5.5. THE NAYAKA SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE.........cccccveerricnnnnns 123
5.6. SEALS ...coovritntiitinnnncnnnsesesnssssese s sssssssssssssssssansaees 125
5.8. L B I L N 127
5.9. PUPPETRY ....covviiinniniiiiinsisnnniieesnsssnsnssseesnsssssssseesssssssses 127
5.10. INDIAN CLASSICAL DANCE........cccooeeessnnnnnnnennssssssnnnnanenssssssnnns 129
5.11.  MUSIC....coiiiiiiiinniitiiiiniicnniieiennssssissessssssssssesessssssases 134
5.12. THEATRE.....ccovtiirntrtitinnnicnnnnieesnsssssnssssesssssssssssssssssssssssnns 137
5.13. DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEATRE AND DRAMA.............c.uuuee 138
5.14. INDIAN PAINTINGS.......ccccovsmmrrrrrnisisssnnnnenensssssssnsnaeesnsssssnns 139
5.15. PREHISTORIC CAVE PAINTINGS........cccccureerrrnissssnnnnneennssssnnnns 139
5.16. FAMOUSINDIANARTISTSANDTHEIRPAINTINGS ................... 142
5.17. INDIANMARTIALARTS.....cccossumrerrrrssssssnnnnnnenssssssssnsnanensssssssnns 143
5.18. INDIAN FAIRS AND FESTIVALS .......ccoovmmrirrrrnicsinnnnneensssssnnnns 145
5.19. INDIAN’S CULTURAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE WORLD ......... 148

5.20. INDIAN CINEMA .......ccovviiiimmniiieninisssnnnneeennssssssssssssesnssssssnns 149



